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15 September 2025
Dear Mr Domenicali and Mr Sulayem,

We are writing, as a coalition of 10 human rights and climate organisations, with regard to the sponsorship of your
organisation and its competition by Saudi Aramco (Aramco).

The burning of fossil fuels, the primary driver of the climate crisis, is responsible for about two thirds of annual global
greenhouse gas emissions. Oil and gas companies have a responsibility under the UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights (UNGP) to address the human rights impacts of their operations. Such human rights
impacts would include impacts on the human right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. The Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights has made clear that, “the baseline responsibility of all business enterprises is
to respect all internationally recognized human rights, including in the context of climate change.”

Aramco is the world's biggest oil and gas company, responsible for an estimated 4.38% of global CO2 emissions in
2023, and has been warned by UN human rights experts about its undermining of international cooperation on
reducing these emissions, “in the face of the existential threat to human rights posed by climate change”.

We understand that Aramco has been a “Global Partner” of Formula One since 2020, with Aramco now a title
sponsor of at least one Grand Prix alongside its role as the primary sponsor of the F1 Esports Series Pro
Championship and collaboration with Formula 2 and 3. We understand the Fédération Internationale de I'Automobile
(FIA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of Formula One.



https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg3/chapter/chapter-6/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/ClimateChange/materials/KMBusiness.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/ClimateChange/materials/KMBusiness.pdf
https://earth.org/36-fossil-fuel-giants-responsible-for-half-of-worlds-co2-emissions-report/#:~:text=Saudi%20Aramco%20topped%20the%20list,%2C%20the%20US%2C%20and%20India.
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=28094
https://www.aramco.com/en/news-media/news/2020/aramco-announces-partnership-with-formula-1
https://www.formula1.com/en/results/2024/races/1238/spain/race-result

Specifically, we are writing to draw your attention to a notable and important 2023 communication sent by a number
of UN Special Rapporteurs and the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights to Aramco, which constitutes
an authoritative statement of business responsibility to respect human rights under international human rights law,
raising serious concerns about the company’s activities and which posed 10 questions, including details on the steps
taken to ensure Aramco respects human rights in line with the UNGPs, as well as steps Aramco has taken to refrain
from engaging in or promoting public information campaigns based on inaccurate, misleading and unfounded
assertions, among others. According to the website of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Aramco has not responded to this communication at the time of sending.

In this letter we set out our grave concerns that Formula One, as a result of partnering with Aramco, may provide a
platform for a company that, according to the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights and UN Special
Rapporteurs, is implicated in negative human rights impacts arising from global climate change, and that Formula
One risks condoning Aramco’s alleged “greenwashing”, as highlighted by the same UN human rights experts. We are
deeply concerned with this partnership and in this light invite you to respond to these allegations.

FairSquare plans to publish materials on your partnership with Aramco, and in this light we invite you to respond to
these allegations, and we include a series of specific questions regarding your partnership. We are specifically
inquiring as to whether Formula One has taken or plans to take any action in respect of the UN Working Group's
findings.

The UN Secretary-General in 2024 called on media and tech companies to “stop taking fossil fuel advertising”, noting
that “many in the fossil fuel industry have shamelessly greenwashed, even as they have sought to delay climate
action — with lobbying, legal threats, and massive ad campaigns.” The 2022 IPCC report highlights ‘greenwashing’
challenges and raises concerns about “corporate advertisement and brand-building strategies” that may aim to
“appropriate climate-care sentiments.”

UN Special Rapporteur and Working Group on Business and Human Rights communications to Aramco
In its June 2023 communication, published on its website in August 2023, the Working Group conveyed to Aramco
the following serious concerns that had been raised with it by a source, about the impacts of Aramco’s activities:

e “Through its historic emissions, it is alleged that Saudi Aramco has already significantly contributed to
adverse climate change-related human rights impacts. The company’s current exploitation of fossil fuels and
proposed business plans will continue to cause adverse climate change-related human rights impacts.”

e “Saudi Aramco’s business strategy is currently increasing its fossil fuel production... diverging increasingly
from internationally agreed climate targets, and progressively contributing to climate change-related human
rights impacts, including by increasing global consumption of oil and gas.”

e “..the ongoing business activities of Saudi Aramco undermine the ability of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
discharge its duties under international law and commitments in the context of the Paris Agreement.”

e “these activities take place in the context of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s particular vulnerability to climate
change. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) 1.5°C report found that the Gulf region’s
population and fragile ecosystems are highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, such as water
stress, sea level rise affecting vast low coastal lands, and high temperature and humidity with future levels
potentially beyond adaptive capacities.”

e “[Aramco] presents misleading information, including the premise that sustainability is a core concern of its
business strategy, through widespread marketing and advertising.”

e Aramco employs “a marketing strategy which misrepresents the company’s overall emissions and the carbon
intensity of its crude oil production”. This “greenwashing subverts the Paris Agreement in multiple ways, such


https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=28094
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Mandates?m=45
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/announcements/dont-lose-courage-hope-secretary-generals-special-address-climate-action
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg3/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGIII_FullReport.pdf

as stimulating demand for fossil fuels, undermining public understanding of climate change, normalising
fossil fuel activity, and reducing consumer actions to reduce emissions.”

Offering Saudi Aramco 60 days to respond to these allegations, the UN Working Group expressed its concern
regarding:

e “the adverse impacts on human rights caused by activities such as the exploitation of fossil fuels which
contribute to climate change”;

e “how Saudi Aramco’s actions may contribute to undermining the Paris Agreement and international
cooperation in the face of the existential threat to human rights posed by climate change”; and

e “the allegations of greenwashing, in view of the negative impacts that misinformation and disinformation on
climate change can have on mitigation and adaptation efforts—as well as on the wider enjoyment of all
human rights”.

At the time of writing, two years after this communication, Saudi Aramco has not responded to the Working Group’s
concerns nor its 10 questions, according to the website of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights.

Aramco should be at the forefront of efforts to transition Saudi Arabia’s economy away from fossil fuel dependence,
to a sustainable economy that can fulfil the development needs of its people over the long term, a stated aspiration
of the Saudi Arabian government’s Vision 2030. Saudi Arabia has a stated commitment toward fossil fuel phase out in
the context of the Paris agreement and the COP28 key outcome that called on countries to start “transitioning away
from fossil fuels”. Instead, as the UN communication flags, the company is accused of undermining the country’s
plans to transition its economy.

We note that Aramco’s latest annual report, published in March 2025, makes clear that, “Aramco intends to maintain
its position as the world’s largest crude oil company by production volume. Its reserves, operational capabilities, and
spare capacity allow it to increase production in response to demand. Aramco expects global demand for crude oil
will continue to increase for many years to come. Aramco believes there is a need for industrywide investment to
meet this demand, and that new oil discoveries and developments will be needed to offset the natural decline in
production from currently producing fields.” In 2024 Aramco’s CEQ said that “we should abandon the fantasy of
phasing out oil and gas”.

As there is no opportunity for political participation in Saudi Arabia, the country’s citizens have no meaningful ability
to contribute to decisions about Aramco’s activities or the transitioning of the economy. Aramco operates within a
state lacking an independent judiciary and there are no legal avenues for Saudi citizens to provide critical feedback to
government officials or hold them accountable for failed policies, mismanagement, or corruption. The lack of basic
freedoms and rights in Saudi Arabia, paired with the government’s refusal to allow the existence of an independent
civil society capable of monitoring and challenging government action, makes it impossible for Saudi citizens to seek
information on or involvement in Aramco decision-making.

We also note that Saudi Aramco received a further communication from several UN Special Procedures mandate
holders in February 2025. This communication raised “alleged reiterated and widespread suppression of local
activists, human rights defenders, and journalists” during peaceful protests held from 23 to 28 April 2023 in the
villages of Barsu, Ratnagiri district, in the state of Maharashtra in India, against the planned construction of a refinery
and petrochemicals complex. The project is a joint venture formed by three Indian national oil firms which have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Saudi Arabian Oil Company Saudi Aramco, according to the
communication. According to the communication, local residents had raised concerns that the project risked
damaging local ecosystems and undermining their social, economic and cultural rights.


https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TmSearch/Mandates?m=45
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/11/07/cop29-climate-action-crucial-protect-rights
https://www.aramco.com/-/media/publications/corporate-reports/annual-reports/saudi-aramco-ara-2024-english.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/bakx-ceraweek-saudi-aramco-exxon-1.7147290#:~:text=%22We%20should%20abandon%20the%20fantasy,could%20keep%20growing%20through%202045.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/11/20/man-who-bought-world/rights-abuses-linked-saudi-arabias-public-investment-fund#8340
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/11/20/man-who-bought-world/rights-abuses-linked-saudi-arabias-public-investment-fund#8340
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29564
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29564

We further note that Aramco is a critical source of finance for Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF), which
according to research by Human Rights Watch, has facilitated serious human rights violations linked to the crown
prince through companies it owns and controls, such as the 2018 murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi, and
rights violations linked to some of the PIF’'s megaprojects, including the NEOM region and the Jeddah Central
Project.

We have written to Aramco setting out these concerns and at the time of writing they have not responded.

Formula One and FIA policies on sustainability and climate
We note that both Formula One and the FIA have well-publicised sustainability and environmental strategies adopted
in 2019 and 2020 respectively with the target to be a net zero-carbon sport by 2030 and “every race to qualify as an
F1 sustainable spectacle by 2025”. The FIA’s website has a detailed environment section with examples of
commitments made and a statement on the need to be “part of the solution to solving the climate crisis”. In 2020,
both organisations became signatories of the United Nations Sport for Climate Action Framework, an initiative which
aims to guide participants to take greater climate action through adherence to five principles. The Framework states
that signatories should:
e “move beyond ad-hoc environmental practices to a comprehensive incorporation of climate change and its
impacts into business strategy for operations, events, procurement, infrastructure and communications”,
e “as a minimum... bring themselves up to the standards of good practice by ... considering internal and
external issues that influence the climate impact of the organization now and in the future.”
e “promote sustainable and responsible consumption”, including through “communication campaigns toward
fans and other stakeholders”.

The declaration associated with the Framework commits sports organisations to taking “an active part” in
contributing to the realization of the goals agreed in the Paris Agreement. Given that the UN Working Group has
raised concerns about Aramco’s activities undermining the goals of the Paris Agreement, we question how giving
Aramco this platform is compatible with Formula One’s and the FIA’'s memberships’ membership of the United
Nations Sports for Climate Action Framework.

In 2023, Formula One published their first impact report claiming “that the sport is on target to meet the goals set out
in its sustainability strategy” with President Stefano Domenicali stating that, “sustainability is one of the most
important factors to us not only as a sport, but as a business.” A partnership between Aramco and Formula 2 and
Formula 3 to “pioneer sustainable fuels” was announced as part of Formula One’s sustainability strategy. The FIA’'s
2022 environmental report announced an “advancement in carbon reduction efforts” and that, as of 2021, the
organisation had become carbon neutral. In 2024, DeSmog reported that after a complaint of misleading content was
submitted to the UK Advertising Standards Agency, Aramco-sponsored editorials in British media outlets profiling
Aramco’s claims about the role of “advanced fuels” in decarbonising Formula One were taken down.

Our concerns regarding Formula One’s partnership with Aramco
In this above context, we are concerned that:

e By accepting the sponsorship of Aramco, Formula One provides a platform for a company committed to
expanding crude oil production and resisting the commitment to transition away from fossil fuels as agreed in
COP28.

e Through its partnership with Aramco, Formula One risks condoning Aramco’s alleged “greenwashing” as
highlighted by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights


https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/11/20/man-who-bought-world/rights-abuses-linked-saudi-arabias-public-investment-fund
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/11/20/man-who-bought-world/rights-abuses-linked-saudi-arabias-public-investment-fund
https://corp.formula1.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Environmental-sustainability-Corp-website-vFINAL_UPDATED-040821-1.pdf
https://purposedriven-admin.fia.com/sites/default/files/2021-10/FIA%20environmental%20strategy.pdf
https://purposedriven.fia.com/page/environment?project=5077e282-1d40-42e7-8b45-ee03d5b7d108
https://www.formula1.com/en/latest/article/formula-1-and-fia-sign-united-nations-sports-for-climate-action-framework.4ClwISJuvX2IHWwqquWaQA
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/sectoral-engagement/sports-for-climate-action
https://corp.formula1.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Formula-1-2023-Impact-Report.pdf
https://www.formula1.com/en/latest/article/formula-2-and-formula-3-set-to-partner-with-aramco-to-pioneer-sustainable.ctr3RbciMKUYSZuaaFRp1
https://purposedriven-admin.fia.com/sites/default/files/2022-10/FIA_ENVIRONMENTAL_REPORT_2022.pdf
https://www.desmog.com/2024/04/23/financial-times-reuters-pull-saudi-aramco-sponsored-climate-content/

e The partnership with Aramco risks Formula One contributing to the undermining of international agreements
on climate change and its resultant human rights impacts, disregarding their responsibilities under the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs).

e The apparent failure by Formula One to take any actions in response to Aramco’s actions, as set out in the
communication by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights, raises concerns about the
importance that Formula One attaches to their public statements regarding sustainability, the climate and the
environment.

Request for a response and for relevant information

FairSquare is producing a public report on organisers of sporting events who have sponsorship partnerships with
Aramco, including Formula One. We invite you to respond to the concerns listed above and what processes you have
in place to assess your ongoing partnership with Aramco. We would also like to request information relevant to your
ongoing partnership:

1. Did Formula One undertake due diligence into Aramco’s activities and its role in contributing towards global
CO2 emissions before adopting them as a sponsor and main partner?

2. Did Formula One consider the potential risks of being partnered with Aramco?

3. Is there a process in place to monitor and assess the partnership between Formula One and Aramco with the
possibility of ending the partnership, if the company is judged to be engaged in “greenwashing” as
highlighted by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights and/or to be contributing to negative
human rights impacts?

4. Does Formula One agree with the concerns of the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights as
expressed in their 2023 communication to Aramco?

5. Did Formula One raise concerns with Aramco about the 2023 communication of the UN Working Group on
Business and Human Rights, and/or encourage Aramco to respond to the communication?

We would appreciate your engagement on this critical matter. We invite you to provide us with any information on this
matter within 2 weeks of the date on this letter. Any responses or comments you provide will be reflected in future
reporting by FairSquare as appropriate. Please note that we may, at our discretion, publish your response, in whole or
in part.

We would of course be happy to meet and discuss these concerns with you.
Yours sincerely,

ALQST for Human Rights
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